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This map is provided only for illustrative purposes of Gulf Sturgeon
critical habitat. For the precise legal definition of critical habitat,
please refer to the narrative unit descriptions.
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This map is provided only for illustrative purposes of Gulf Sturgeon
critical habitat. For the precise legal definition of critical habitat,
please refer to the narrative unit descriptions.
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This map is provided only for illustrative purposes of Gulf Sturgeon
critical habitat. For the precise legal definition of critical habitat,
please refer to the narrative unit descriptions.
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This map is provided only for illustrative purposes of Gulf Sturgeon
critical habitat. For the precise legal definition of critical habitat,
please refer to the narrative unit descriptions.

BILLING CODE 3510-22-C

(e) Unit 5: Choctawhatchee River
System in Holmes, Washington, and
Walton Counties, Florida and Dale,
Coffee, Geneva, and Houston Counties,
Alabama.

(1) Unit 5 includes the
Choctawhatchee River main stem from
its confluence with the west and east
fork of the Choctawhatchee River, Dale
County, Alabama, downstream to its
discharge at Choctawhatchee Bay,

Walton County, Florida. The
distributaries discharging into
Choctawhatchee Bay known as Mitchell
River, Indian River, Cypress River, and
Bells Leg are included. The Boynton
Cutoff, Washington County, Florida,
which joins the Choctawhatchee River
main stem, and Holmes Creek,
Washington County, Florida, are
included. The section of Holmes Creek
from Boynton Cutoff to the mouth of
Holmes Creek, Washington County,

Florida, is included. The Pea River main
stem, a Choctawhatchee River tributary,
from the Elba Dam, Coffee County,
Alabama, to its confluence with the
Choctawhatchee River, Geneva County,
Alabama, is included. The lateral extent
of Unit 5 is the ordinary high water line
on each bank of the associated rivers
and shorelines.

(2) Maps of Unit 5 follow:

BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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This map is provided only for illustrative purposes of Gulf Sturgeon
critical habitat. For the precise legal definition of critical habitat,
please refer to the narrative unit descriptions.
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This map is provided only for illustrative purposes of Gulf Sturgeon
critical habitat. For the precise legal definition of critical habitat,
please refer to the narrative unit descriptions.
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This map is provided only for illustrative purposes of Gulf Sturgeon
critical habitat. For the precise legal definition of critical habitat,
please refer to the narrative unit descriptions.
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This map is provided only for illustrative purposes of Gulf Sturgeon
critical habitat. For the precise legal definition of critical habitat,
please refer to the narrative unit descriptions.

BILLING CODE 3510-22-C

(f) Unit 6: Apalachicola River System
in Franklin, Gulf, Liberty, Calhoun,
Jackson, and Gadsen Counties, Florida.

(1) Unit 6 includes the Apalachicola
River mainstem, beginning from the Jim
Woodruff Lock and Dam, Gadsden and
Jackson Counties, Florida, downstream
to its discharge at East Bay or

Apalachicola Bay, Franklin County,
Florida. All Apalachicola River
distributaries, including the East River,
Little St. Marks River, St. Marks River,
Franklin County, Florida, to their
discharge into East Bay and/or
Apalachicola Bay are included. The
entire main stem of the Brothers River,

Franklin and Gulf Counties, Florida, a
tributary of the Apalachicola River, is
included. The lateral extent of Unit 6 is
the ordinary high water line on each
bank of the associated rivers and
shorelines.

(2) Maps of Unit 6 follow:
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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This map is provided only for illustrative purposes of Gulf Sturgeon
critical habitat. For the precise legal definition of critical habitat,
please refer to the narrative unit descriptions.
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This map is provided only for illustrative purposes of Gulf Sturgeon
critical habitat. For the precise legal definition of critical habitat,
please refer to the narrative unit descriptions.

BILLING CODE 3510-22-C

(g) Unit 7: Suwannee River System in
Hamilton, Suwannee, Madison,
Lafayette, Gilchrist, Levy, Dixie, and
Columbia Counties, Florida.

(1) Unit 7 includes the Suwannee
River main stem, beginning from its
confluence with Long Branch Creek,
Hamilton County, Florida, downstream

to the mouth of the Suwannee River. It
includes all the Suwannee River
distributaries, including the East Pass,
West Pass, Wadley Pass, and Alligator
Pass, Dixie and Levy Counties, Florida,
to their discharge into the Suwannee
Sound or the Gulf of Mexico. The
Withlacoochee River main stem from
Florida State Road 6, Madison and

Hamilton Counties, Florida, to its
confluence with the Suwannee River is
included. The lateral extent of Unit 7 is
the ordinary high water line on each
bank of the associated rivers and
shorelines.

(2) Maps of Unit 7 follow:
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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This map is provided only for illustrative purposes of Gulf Sturgeon
critical habitat. For the precise legal definition of critical habitat,
please refer to the narrative unit descriptions.
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This map is provided only for illustrative purposes of Gulf Sturgeon
critical habitat. For the precise legal definition of critical habitat,
please refer to the narrative unit descriptions.
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This map is provided only for illustrative purposes of Gulf Sturgeon
critical habitat. For the precise legal definition of critical habitat,
please refer to the narrative unit descriptions.




13482

Federal Register/Vol. 68, No. 53/Wednesday, March 19, 2003 /Rules and Regulations

Map 7.3| |

MADISON

HAMILTON

Blue
Springs

O

Ellaville

This map is provided only for illustrative purposes of Gulf Sturgeon
critical habitat. For the precise legal definition of critical habitat,
please refer to the narrative unit descriptions.

BILLING CODE 3510-22-C

(h) Unit 8: Lake Pontchartrain, Lake
St. Catherine, The Rigolets, Little Lake,
Lake Borgne, and Mississippi Sound in
Jefferson, Orleans, St. Tammany, and
St. Bernard Parish, Louisiana, Hancock,
Jackson, and Harrison Counties in
Mississippi, and in Mobile County,
Alabama.

(1) Unit 8 encompasses Lake
Pontchartrain east of the Lake
Pontchartrain Causeway, all of Little
Lake, The Rigolets, Lake St. Catherine,
Lake Borgne, including Heron Bay, and
the Mississippi Sound. Critical habitat
follows the shorelines around the
perimeters of each included lake. The
Mississippi Sound includes adjacent
open bays including Pascagoula Bay,
Point aux Chenes Bay, Grand Bay,
Sandy Bay, and barrier island passes,
including Ship Island Pass, Dog Keys
Pass, Horn Island Pass, and Petit Bois

Pass. The northern boundary of the
Mississippi Sound is the shorelines of
the mainland between Heron Bay Point,
MS and Point aux Pins, AL. Designated
critical habitat excludes St. Louis Bay,
north of the railroad bridge across its
mouth; Biloxi Bay, north of the U.S.
Highway 90 bridge; and Back Bay of
Biloxi. The southern boundary follows
along the broken shoreline of Lake
Borgne created by low swampy islands
from Malheureux Point to Isle au Pitre.
From the northeast point of Isle au Pitre,
the boundary continues in a straight
north-northeast line to the point 1 nm
(1.9 km) seaward of the western most
extremity of Cat Island (30°13"N,
89°10"W). The southern boundary
continues 1 nm (1.9 km) offshore of the
barrier islands and offshore of the 72
COLREGS lines at barrier island passes
(defined at 33 CFR 80.815 (c)), (d) and
(e) to the eastern boundary. Between Cat

Island and Ship Island there is no 72
COLREGS line. We therefore, have
defined that section of the southern
boundary as 1 nm (1.9 km) offshore of

a straight line drawn from the southern
tip of Cat Island to the western tip of
Ship Island. The eastern boundary is the
line of longitude 88°18.8"W from its
intersection with the shore (Point aux
Pins) to its intersection with the
southern boundary. The lateral extent of
Unit 8 is the MHW line on each
shoreline of the included water bodies
or the entrance to rivers, bayous, and
creeks.

(2) Major shipping channels in this
unit, as identified on standard
navigation charts and marked by buoys,
are excluded under section 4(b)(2) of the
Act.

(3) Maps of Unit 8 follow:

BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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This map is provided only for illustrative purposes of Gulf Sturgeon
critical habitat. For the precise legal definition of critical habitat,
please refer to the narrative unit descriptions.
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This map is provided only for illustrative purposes of Gulf Sturgeon

critical habitat. For the precise legal definition of critical habitat,
please refer to the narrative unit descriptions.
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This map is provided only for illustrative purposes of Gulf Sturgeon
critical habitat. For the precise legal definition of critical habitat,
please refer to the narrative unit descriptions.

BILLING CODE 3510-22-C

(i) Unit 9: Pensacola Bay System in
Escambia and Santa Rosa Counties,
Florida.

(1) Unit 9 includes Pensacola Bay and
its adjacent main bays and coves. These
include Big Lagoon, Escambia Bay, East
Bay, Blackwater Bay, Bayou Grande,
Macky Bay, Saultsmar Cove, Bass Hole
Cove, and Catfish Basin. All other bays,

bayous, creeks, and rivers are excluded
at their mouths. The western boundary
is the Florida State Highway 292 Bridge
crossing Big Lagoon to Perdido Key. The
southern boundary is the 72 COLREGS
line between Perdido Key and Santa
Rosa Island (defined at 33 CFR
80.810(g)). The eastern boundary is the
Florida State Highway 399 Bridge at
Gulf Breeze, FL. The lateral extent of

Unit 9 is the MHW line on each
included bay’s shoreline.

(2) Major shipping channels in this
unit, as identified on standard
navigation charts and marked by buoys,
are excluded under section 4(b)(2) of the
Act.

(3) A Map of Unit 9 follows:
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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BILLING CODE 3510-22-C
(j) Unit 10: Santa Rosa Sound in
Escambia, Santa Rosa, and Okaloosa

Counties, Florida.
(1) Unit 10 includes the Santa Rosa
Sound, bounded on the west by the

Florida State Highway 399 bridge in
Gulf Breeze, FL. The eastern boundary
is the U.S. Highway 98 bridge in Fort
Walton Beach, FL. The northern and
southern boundaries of Unit 10 are

formed by the shorelines to the MHW
line or by the entrance to rivers, bayous,
and creeks.

(2) A Map of Unit 10 follows:
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P



Federal Register/Vol. 68, No. 53/Wednesday, March 19, 2003 /Rules and Regulations

13488

‘suonduosap jun
aAljelieu ay) 0} 198l
asea|(d ‘jejiqey [eonlo
o uoniuyep |ebs) asioaid
8y} Jo4 “jejigey |ednlo
uoabinys Jno jo sasodind
aAnessn||i 1o} Ajuo
papiroid s| dew siy|

speoy /\/
aur fyunog 1/
sionpy /\/

jejiqeH |ednl |

Jun 1eyqeH [eanuo
punog esoy ejues

0L Hun

< S9|IN 02 (1] (113
02IXaW 40 419
azeaig Jno

,._o.:omom ce_m;, 1O

variod

vSOOTVAO

VSOd VINVS

Counties, Florida.

(k) Unit 11: Florida Nearshore Gulf of = Okaloosa, Walton, Bay, and Gulf

Mexico Unit in Escambia, Santa Rosa,

BILLING CODE 3510-22-C
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(1) Unit 11 includes a portion of the
Gulf of Mexico as defined by the
following boundaries. The western
boundary is the line of longitude
87°20.0'W (approximately 1 nm (1.9 km)
west of Pensacola Pass) from its
intersection with the shore to its
intersection with the southern

boundary. The northern boundary is the
MHW of the mainland shoreline and the
72 COLREGS lines at passes as defined
at 30 CFR 80.810 (a—g). The southern
boundary is 1 nm (1.9 km) offshore of
the northern boundary. The eastern
boundary is the line of longitude
85°17.0'W from its intersection with the

shore (near Money Bayou between Cape
San Blas and Indian Peninsula) to its
intersection with the southern
boundary.

(2) A Map of Unit 11 follows:

BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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BILLING CODE 3510-22-C
(1) Unit 12: Choctawhatchee Bay in

Okaloosa and Walton Counties, Florida.

(1) Unit 12 includes the main body of
Choctawhatchee Bay, Hogtown Bayou,
Jolly Bay, Bunker Cove, and Grassy

Cove. All other bayous, creeks, rivers
are excluded at their mouths/entrances.
The western boundary is the U.S.
Highway 98 bridge at Fort Walton
Beach, FL. The southern boundary is the
72 COLREGS line across East (Destin)

Pass as defined at 33 CFR 80.810(f). The
lateral extent of Unit 12 is the MHW
line on each shoreline of the included
water bodies.

(2) A Map of Unit 12 follows:
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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(m) Unit 13: Apalachicola Bay in Gulf
and Franklin County, Florida.

(1) Unit 13 includes the main body of
Apalachicola Bay and its adjacent
sounds, bays, and the nearshore waters
of the Gulf of Mexico. These consist of
St. Vincent Sound, including Indian
Lagoon; Apalachicola Bay including
Horseshoe Cove and All Tides Cove;
East Bay including Little Bay and Big
Bay; and St George Sound, including
Rattlesnake Cove and East Cove. Barrier
Island passes (Indian Pass, West Pass,
and East Pass) are also included. Sike’s

cut is excluded from the lighted buoys
on the Gulf of Mexico side to the day
boards on the bay side. The southern
boundary includes water extending into
the Gulf of Mexico 1 nm (1.9 km) from
the MHW line of the barrier islands and
from 72 COLREGS lines between the
barrier islands (defined at 33 CFR
80.805 (e—h)). The western boundary is
the line of longitude 85°17.0'W from its
intersection with the shore (near Money
Bayou between Cape San Blas and
Indian Peninsula) to its intersection

with the southern boundary. The
eastern boundary is formed by a straight
line drawn from the shoreline of Lanark
Village at 29°53.1'N, 84°35.0'W to a
point that is 1 nm (1.9 km) offshore from
the northeastern extremity of Dog Island
at 29°49.6'N, 84°33.2'W. The lateral
extent of Unit 13 is the MHW line on
each shoreline of the included water
bodies or the entrance of excluded
rivers, bayous, and creeks.

(2) A Map of Unit 13 follows:
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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BILLING CODE 3510-22-C

(n) Unit 14: Suwannee Sound in Dixie
and Levy Counties, Florida.

(1) Unit 14 includes Suwannee Sound
and a portion of adjacent Gulf of Mexico
waters extending 9 nm from shore (16.7
km) out to the State territorial water
boundary. Its northern boundary is
formed by a straight line from the

northern tip of Big Pine Island (at
approximately 29°23'N, 83°12'W) to the
Federal-State boundary at 29°17'N,
83°21'W. The southern boundary is
formed by a straight line from the
southern tip of Richards Island (at
approximately 83°04'W, 29°11'N) to the
Federal-State boundary at 83°15'W,
29°04'N. The lateral extent of Unit 14 is

&

GULF OF MEXICO

10

10

the MHW line along the shorelines and
the mouths of the Suwannee River (East
and West Pass), its distributaries, and
other rivers, creeks, or water bodies.

(2) A Map of Unit 14 follows:
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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Dated: February 27, 2003.
Craig Manson,

Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and
Parks.

Dated: February 28, 2003.
William T. Hogarth,

Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03-5208 Filed 3—18-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P



